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Introduction 
 
“An American Rhapsody” is the orchestral version of the 
third movement of Henry Pool’s Eighth Sonata for Piano 
(“My Three Fatherlands”). It is written in rondo form and 
has the following structure: A > B > A > C > A > D > A > E 
> A, where A as “The Star Spangled Banner” is the main 
theme, appearing five times gyratory around the four other 
themes (B, C, D & E). It is the song of the “Land of the 
Free”, which lyrics were written by Francis Scott Key on an 
existing melody, and which became the official American 
anthem in 1931. 
Theme B, “America the Beautiful”, is considered America’s 
second anthem. Written by Katherine Lee Bates on a 
melody by Samuel Ward it praises the beauty of the 
American landscape, both physical and spiritual. It is often 
sung together with “The Star Spangled Banner” on 
national holidays. 
The American Revolution was the fight for both the 
freedom of the Original Colonies from the exploiting British 
government and the freedom of Mankind in general from 
oppression and exploitation as mentioned in the 
Declaration of Independence: “We hold these truths to be 
self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are 
endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, 
that among these are Life, Liberty and the Pursuit of 
Happiness.” Unfortunately, though the fight for political 
freedom for the Original Colonies was understood by 
everyone, the fight for human rights and equality was not. 
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Slavery was mercilessly upheld as before. The black 
population suffered terribly. They identified themselves 
with the Hebrew slaves in Egypt and prayed for 
deliverance. One of the songs originating from the depths 
of these sorrows is theme C: “Go down Moses”, lyrics and 
melody in an ever changing form, as in all folksongs, 
created by the black slaves. Later it became the anthem of 
the Underground Railroad, organized among others by 
Harriet Tubman, ‘a woman called Moses’, who, herself a 
fugitive, saved countless slaves by bringing them from the 
oppression in the South to the freedom in the North. 
Indeed the Civil War liberated the black slaves. But that 
was mostly on paper, not in the real world. The 
emancipation of the now officially free blacks proceeded 
very slowly. But the fight for human rights and equality 
continued unstoppably and culminated in some kind of 
second Civil War: the Civil Rights Movement led by Martin 
Luther King. And it happened, that in 1965 a knot of 
demonstrators sang a song, used here as theme D, that 
was heard more and more often: “We shall overcome”, 
which lyrics and melody too were fashioned in an ever 
changing form by the oppressed blacks. It was even sung 
close to the White House. And then President Lyndon B. 
Johnson, who in 1964 pushed the Civil Rights Act through, 
stood up before the members of Congress, the justices of 
the Supreme Court and seventy million Americans tuning 
in on their television sets and spoke: “At times history and 
fate meet at a single time in a single place to shape a 
turning point in man’s unending search for freedom.” He 
thereupon promised to pass a voting rights law without 
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any compromise. And he finished his speech with the 
words: “We shall overcome.” 
On September 11, 2001, America was attacked by Al 
Qaeda terrorists, who destroyed the famous Twin Towers 
and a part of the Pentagon, killing thousands of 
Americans. And in the summer of 2005 a fierce hurricane 
by the name of Katrina destroyed most of New Orleans 
and killed hundreds of Americans. As the country 
desperately needs to recover from all these disasters, 
Senator Orrin Hatch and Janice Kapp Perry wrote a 
wonderful song: “Heal our Land”, used here as theme E, 
which has been performed at the second inauguration of 
President George W. Bush. It is a prayer for the healing of 
America as a whole: State and Society, asking that 
America again will be a beautiful country and a land of true 
freedom for all. 
 

May God hearken to our prayers and may 
 

GOD BLESS AMERICA 
 

with His loving kindness as before. 
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poco a poco allargando Sostenuto (M.M. 76)
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poco a poco allargando Sostenuto (M.M. 76)
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